SPAG Challenge  Semicolons
Last week’s challenge was very hectic with inverted commas, full stops, commas, exclamation marks and question marks all over the place. For the last Challenge of the year, it’s good to have something calm – the semicolon which gives us a short, calm pause. 
Here are two calm stretches on the semicolon.
Stretch 1
Put a tick by the sentences where the semi colon is used correctly.
1. In last week’s challenge there were commas; full stops; question marks; exclamation marks and inverted commas.
2. It is pouring with rain; there will be no chance of doing any gardening today.
3. I will do the weeding next week; when the weather improves.
4. For his birthday, I will buy William a cricket bag to carry all his kit; some shin pads which will protect his legs in football games; a warm sweatshirt for the winter months and an interesting book to read.
5. All the children have worked very hard during the last few months; they deserve our congratulations.

Stretch 2
Write one sentence to illustrate the correct use of the semicolon to link two independent clauses where the ideas are closely connected.
Write another sentence to illustrate the correct use of the semicolon to separate complicated items in a list.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
