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We use the apostrophe (  ‘ ) in two very different ways in our writing:
1. To show that we are missing out (omitting) some letters. This use is sometimes called the apostrophe of omission. We use it mostly when we are using a contraction in more chatty, informal writing. Here are some examples:
I’m……………………………………I am  (the “a” is omitted)
we’re …………………………….we are (the “a” is omitted)
wouldn’t…………………………would not (the “o” is omitted)
There are lots more examples in my message to you.

2. To show that someone  or something owns or possesses something. This use is sometimes called the apostrophe of possession. Here are some examples:
the girl’s book
the cat’s milk
mum’s coat

The way to use the apostrophe of possession is simple:
· Write down the noun – the cat
· Add on the apostrophe  - the cat’
· Add on the letter s – the cat’s
· Add on the object that is owned – the cat’s milk
If there are lots of cats who own the milk the way we use the apostrophe is the same except that we don’t use an extra s
· Write down the plural noun – the cats
· Add the apostrophe – the cats’
· Add on the object that is owned – the cats’ milk
One tricky thing to remember – the awkward case of “its” which has two meanings:
· It can mean “it is”
· It can indicate possession – “its milk”
Just remember when you are shortening “it is” or “it has” to “it’s” you always use an apostrophe in the place of the missing letters.  On all other occasions there is no apostrophe.





