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Help Sheet
Look at the following sentences:
1a The dog chased the cat.
1b The cat was chased.
2a The clouds hid the moon.
2b The moon was hidden.
3a We heated the test tube.
3b The test tube was heated.
In the “a” sentences it is very clear who is doing what to whom. You know who is carrying out the action and who or what is having something done to them/it.
However in the “b” sentences the person or thing carrying out the action is not mentioned. You just know that something/someone has had something done to it/them.
The “a” sentences are active. The subject of the sentence is carrying out the action of the verb. Such sentences are said to be in the Active Voice.
The “b” sentences are passive. What was the object of the sentence has now become the subject of the sentence and is having something done to it. Such sentences are said to be in the Passive Voice.

Next week I will set another SPAG Challenge on Active and Passive sentences. and include another help sheet for it. I hope you’ll be ready for another Challenge!


