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A long time ago, in a cove on the coast of Athens, stood a young traveller called Alexandros. He had been ordered to go there by the Greek god Zeus. Zeus appeared in the sky above Alexandros in the form of a lightning bolt. “Come with me to my palace on Mount Olympus where you will be told of your quest” he boomed.

When they arrived at the palace, Zeus told Alexandros that he must slay a beast called Nocturnalis. Nocturnalis was a fearsome creature that came to Athens each night and took people back to its lair to eat them.
“You are the chosen one” Zeus explained. “You are strong and brave Alexandros.”
“How must I kill it?” he asked.
Zeus summoned Hephaestus and told him to make a sharp iron sword and a thick shield for Alexandros. They had to be strong enough to overcome a monster. The quest was to be completed within the next seven days.

When Hephaestus had finished forging the sword and shield, Alexandros started planning his attack. Zeus warned him that anyone who looked directly into the beast’s eyes would make it invisible and impossible to defeat.

On the night of the battle, the young traveller lay in wait for several hours. Then it happened. A loud, piercing screech                    came from the sky and he knew instantly that it was Nocturnalis. It was enormous and swooped down like a giant bat. It had wide, black wings and claws like razor blades. Alexandros took out his sword and struck out at Nocturnalis. It was hard not to look into its red flaming eyes but he remembered what Zeus had told him. Nocturnalis screeched in anger as it dived at Alexandros and tried to dodge his sword. After a long and exhausting fight, he managed to strike its wing and it fell to the ground in a heap. He finished the beast off with his sword and the people of Athens dragged the heavy corpse out to sea.

Zeus rewarded Alexandros with a golden chariot pulled by two black horses. The young warrior continued on his travels, leaving Athens as a hero.
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