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Commas are used to separate words, phrases and clauses in a sentence to help to make the meaning clear. Remember, they are there to help the reader to clearly understand what is written. There are rules about when to use commas but when in doubt, it’s always a good idea to read the sentence aloud - or aloud in your head - and when you naturally pause to make it make sense then put in a comma.
Commas are used:
· To break up words, phrases or clauses in a list.
It was a lovely, warm and sunny evening.
He ate two fried eggs, three sausages in batter, a rasher of bacon and a portion of chips.
I weeded the fruit bed, Mr. Kimble watered the vegetable patch, we both deadheaded the roses and then we had a cold drink.
Normally, commas aren’t used in front of conjunctions like “and”, “but” and “or”.
· To separate adverbs and adverbial phrases at the beginning of sentences. Fronted adverbials are usually followed by a comma.
Hurriedly, she washed the dishes.
At long last, the washing up was done.
· To separate off “drop in” (embedded) clauses or clauses at the beginning of sentences.
The dog, who wanted to play, picked up the ball in his mouth.
When the dog came into our garden, he ran straight for the ball.
· To separate off additional information or interjections.
Their dog, Polly, comes into our garden.
Oh no, she might run through the front gate!
· In direct speech, to separate the speaker from what they say.
We’ll look at this way to use the comma next week when we have a Challenge on punctuating Direct Speech.

So – The Comma – such a tiny punctuation mark but so useful in helping the reader understand what is written!
