Oak and the Linden Tree Part 2

“You must be hungry,” Philemon said. “I’ll bring in a cabbage from the garden.” Baucis put a pot to boil on the fire. Philemon added the scrawny cabbage to the pot. With old, trembling hands, Baucis and Philemon set the table for their guests. Jupiter and Mercury watched in wonder. From their nearly bare cupboards, Baucis and Philemon set out every morsel of food they had. 
Jupiter and Mercury ate heartily. So did Baucis and Philemon. They ate and laughed and told stories long into the night. Baucis and Philemon were so happy at their supper’s success that at first they didn’t notice the magic. No matter how much Jupiter and Mercury ate, there was always food on the plates. No matter how many cups Philemon poured, there was always wine in the jug. 
All at once, Baucis and Philemon went quiet. They looked at each other and began to tremble with fear. The old couple realised that they were in the company of gods. “Please forgive us for our meagre offerings,” Baucis said with a quiver in her voice. 
“We should have offered you our goose, Clio,” Philemon declared. 
Philemon and Baucis hobbled out of the house. Huffing and puffing, they chased the goose around the yard. “Shall we stop them?” Mercury asked. 
“What, and miss all the fun?” Jupiter replied, and smiled. Jupiter and Mercury watched as Baucis and Philemon made several attempts to catch the wild goose. Soon the old couple was too tired to continue. At last, Jupiter took pity on them. He asked them to stop and come inside. 







Questions
1. What word shows the Jupiter and Mercury enjoyed the meal?

2. What do the words ‘scrawny’ and ‘meagre’ mean? What do they tell us about Philemon and Baucis? Can you think of alternative words for both?
3. What made Philemon and Baucis realise they were in the presence of gods? Why did they ‘tremble with fear’?
4. How do Jupiter and Mercury’s initial opinions about the goose chase differ? What does this suggest about their personalities?

The following 2 questions, we will share our ideas at the Live Teams meeting. 
5. What do you think Jupiter and Mercury will say to Philemon and Baucis when they come back inside after chasing the goose?
6. How do you think the story will end?






Answers
1. What word shows the Jupiter and Mercury enjoyed the meal?  They ate heartily.

2. What do the words ‘scrawny’ and ‘meagre’ mean? What do they tell us about Philemon and Baucis? Can you think of alternative words for both?

Scrawny means thin and bony
Meagre means a small amount  
3. What made Philemon and Baucis realise they were in the presence of gods? Why did they ‘tremble with fear’?
They realised they were in the presence of gods when they saw the food and wine was not running out even though they kept eating.
4. How do Jupiter and Mercury’s initial opinions about the goose chase differ? What does this suggest about their personalities?Jupiter thought it was fun to watch the old couple struggle. Mercury thought they should stop them. It shows that Mercury is kinder and more thoughtful.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Please be ready to give your own ideas about these 2 questions at the Teams lesson. Don’t worry there is no right or wrong answer!
5. What do you think Jupiter and Mercury say to Philemon and Baucis when they come back inside after chasing the goose? Own ideas
6. How do you think the story will end? Own ideas




