
Huge Fire Destroys London
The London Express

Monday 3rd September

London was in chaos last night, 
as a fire ripped through the city. 

The fire, which broke out in the 
early hours of Sunday morning, 
is thought to have begun in a 
bakery on Pudding Lane. It is 
suspected that the bakery fire 
was not fully put out and that 
embers from it fell on to nearby 
straw, setting it alight.

The baker, Thomas Farriner, and 
his family, managed to escape the 
inferno by clambering on to the 
roof and across to a neighbour’s 
house. It is believed that a maid 
in the house died in the flames, 
after being too frightened to 
climb out on to the roof.

Hundreds of houses have been 
destroyed and people are fleeing 
the flames with whatever they 
can carry.

Eyewitness, Samuel Pepys, 
described seeing the flames from 
his home. ‘My maid woke me up 
during the night to tell me about 
the fire. It looked quite far away 
and we get lots of fires in London, 

so I went back to bed. However, 
my maid came again later to tell 
me that over 300 houses had been 
destroyed. It’s a terrible sight. 
People are leaving, carrying as 
much as they can and nothing 
seems to be stopping the flames.’

King Charles has ordered that 
houses in the path of the fire are 
to be pulled down, to try to stop 
the flames from spreading. 

However, dry weather and strong 
winds are helping the fire to spread, 
and at the moment, nothing seems 
to be slowing it down. 

The fire was still burning out of control 
in the early hours of Monday morning.
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