Lockdown Learning
By Hayden Miller

Children came back to school in September 2020 and were told that they would stay open no matter what, but a few changes had to be made. On the 4th of January, at 8pm, the British Prime Minister clearly stated that schools would be closed once again until at least half term. So once more, pupils were expected to learn from home.
Last year, children got used to how lockdown works, how to find work on websites and emails, but this time, teachers have taken it to the next level! Upham CE Primary School use their online website to set remote learning, and they have added a few extra details. Not only that, but they have also explored the wonders of the internet!
Quote from Mrs Miller, HLTA: 
“Children are engaging brilliantly with their home learning and it is a pleasure to read their emails when they send work in!”
Pupils at Upham School have been able to have live lessons on Google Classrooms so they can share their work and understandings. They use it regularly for reading sessions and one of their favourite more practical lessons, Pilates. This means that children can keep in touch with friends from school more than they could last lockdown.
Before the most recent lockdown was announced, Mr Wooley, the Upham Headteacher, would set up a TEAMs meeting every Monday morning for assemblies. He continues these assemblies as he cleverly remembered that he could send out the link to every pupil and teacher in the School. Even if they do not have the app, all they must do is click the link and they are on! It is not only Mondays they have assemblies. The School also has an assembly on Fridays to celebrate the amazing work that had been sent in on email. Mr Wooley put a certificate on the website so those children that had done exceptional work could print it out for themselves. 
Usually, pupils would have PE with their teacher who came in every Friday, but sadly he left for a different job. Before Christmas break, Mr Wooley said he would look for a new teacher to teach PE, and he found two people from the Saints Foundation. They do live lessons on ZOOM. It has been separated into two different meetings. One of them is for KS1, and the other is for KS2. Pupils really enjoy their PE and are so happy that they have PE lessons even though they must work from home.
Teachers have decided that they would put more videos on the website. Sometimes they film videos to show how to do a lesson, or maybe even just to say a little morning message to the pupils. 
Lockdown back in March had much better weather so the children could go out on long walks on their breaks and get some exercise; unfortunately, this year, it has been a little depressing, so the pupils have stayed inside a lot! On Saturday, the 24th of January, it snowed in the morning and it really cheered up the kids. They went outside, played in the snow, making snowmen and snow angels. It was as much snow as we have had in the past, but it made everyone remember, a little can make a lot of happiness! 
Hampshire has been in lockdown on and off for almost a year now, and Upham have learnt so much during the previous lockdowns. Fortunately, the second lockdown allowed Upham to stay open, but after March, they were closed for over four months! The lockdown showed the children that they could work without a teacher beside them and taught them to persevere with tasks they found difficult.
All the pupils are waiting to see if they are going back to School after half term and they still do so. Boris’ speech will soon come, and it will let the children know if they can go back in or if they must stay home. Who knows what will happen next? Will there be a 5th lockdown or will schools open permanently?
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