Lockdown Learning 3.0
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Nearly ten months ago, the UK and much of the world was forced into a lockdown from a pandemic the like of which had not been experienced for generations. For children, it meant the end of normal school days and the start of the phrase that now drives terror into the hearts of parents…Home Schooling.
Now, nearing a year later, pupils across the country are having to work from home as Lockdown 3.0 remains in full force. But is Lockdown 3.0 just a repeat of Lockdown 1.0 or have things changed over this most challenging of years?
Well, to start with, Lockdown 1.0 could strangely be described as fun for a lot of children, it was new, there was no formal schooling, there were hot summer days to play outside in, more time with family and little knowledge of the real issues that had caused it. 
This time it seems so much different. The hot summer days have been replaced by dark, cold, wet, winter days and it is not new anymore, far from it. 
Some pupils have found it harder than others to work from home because their parents may be busy with work of their own, they may not have the equipment to do on-line learning and they can’t talk to any one for help. 
To help the teachers at Upham C of E Primary school have found excellent ways to keep in touch with their class and help them keep up with their work. 
In Lockdown 1.0 work was set by the teachers and posted on the school website along with links to on-line learning and contact with pupils made mainly by e-mail. This time the teachers have been using applications like Teams, Google Classroom, Google Meetings and YouTube to keep in touch with their classes. The class meetings have meant pupils can see their teachers and friends and discuss their learning face to face.                    

Currently, Class 4 are learning about the Mayan civilization and in their meetings, they have talked a lot about their topic including making a poster with facts from each child.
For some pupils seeing their friends on a device isn’t as good as seeing them in person but with the current rules in place it is the best way to see them and keep in touch. 
Lots of pupils are struggling so much over these lockdowns and these online meetings really help those children in need with a little support and contact outside their family bubbles.
“We have seen our friends and teachers much more this term and our teachers have done YouTube videos ,reading stories, making crafts and cooking”, said Alice, year 4 pupil, “my teacher even posted me a happy birthday message on YouTube!”

Nobody knows when children will go back to school but when they do lets hope that pupils, teachers, parents and friends all value each other a little bit more than before. 

	
