The Show Must Go On!

2020 has been a hard year for all of us, especially for schools as they have had to get used to some changes because of the pandemic. Upham School’s festive traditions had to be planned slightly differently this year. Usually the children would be looking forward to being part of a Christmas production, which they will still do, but instead of acting in front of a live audience, they will be performing in front of a camera. Children will be filmed and then it will be sent out in an email so the parents of the pupils can watch the play at home.
In a normal year, Classes One and Two would do separate plays, but Classes Three and Four would act together. However, because of the bubbles and social distancing, this year, each Class has to do different performances.
The Christmas play is not until the last week of the Winter term, which means the Upham pupils have had to rehearse the production throughout December. They have been trying to remember their lines and practise their songs ready for the performance.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Quote from Mrs Miller, a teacher at the school, ‘I cannot wait to see how each class will get on with the play as I have heard them singing the songs and they sound fantastic.’
Some pupils have been so excited that they have been taking their scripts out with them at playtime to practise with their friends in their own time. Some pupils have had to isolate for COVID-related incidents, but they have still been able to continue rehearsing. One pupil said, ‘Even though I have had to isolate, I practised my lines each day ready for when I got back to school. I hope I make my teachers proud!’
The children have been discussing on the playground who might be filming the production. There were rumours that it might be the BBC, or even famous Hollywood directors – they wondered if they would be recreating the film Nativity! After some teacher meetings, they decided that it would be the school head teacher, Mr Woolley. When asked about the play, he said ‘I am so proud that every pupil is so engaged in the play.’
Each class researches charities which they think are effective and will make a real difference and then choose one to raise money for. This year, the children will ask parents to make a donation online to these charities following the play; hopefully they will raise lots of money.
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