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Commas with words in Parenthesis
OK then, let’s have a definition of “in parenthesis”:
Words are said to be in parenthesis if they are “an additional word or group of words which are added to give some extra information in a sentence which is already complete.”

Some examples should make it easy to recognise.
One of the creator gods, Itzamna, was Patron of learning.
The name of the god can be taken out of the sentence and the sentence is still complete and makes sense. You just have an extra piece of information – his name.  So, in that sentence, “Itzamna” is “in parenthesis” and so is separated from the rest of the sentence by commas, one before it and one after it.

Itzamna, one of the creator gods, was Patron of learning.
The main sentence here is, “Itzamna was patron of learning” The extra bit of information is, “one of the creator gods” which tells you something extra about Itzamna so, in this sentence, “one of the creator gods” is “in parenthesis” and so is separated from the rest of the sentence by commas, one before it and one after it.

Let’s have one more example, this time a group of words with a verb in it – a clause.
Kinich Ahau, who was sometimes called the Face of the Sun, was the god of healing and medicine.
The main sentence here is, ” Kinich Ahau was the god of healing and medicine”. The extra bit of information is, “who was sometimes called the Face of the Sun” so that clause is “in parenthesis” and so is separated from the rest of the sentence by commas, one before it and one after it.

So it’s not really very complicated.  If there is a group of words in a sentence which add extra information and if the sentence would make sense without those words, then we separate them from the rest of the sentence by using two commas, one in front and one behind the group of words.

