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Last week’s Challenge was very tricky so this week will be very similar with one extra step added. Read through the first part of the Help Sheet that we used last week and remind yourself of all the steps.  Then move on to the last two help points at the end.
What exactly is Direct Speech?
Direct Speech is the label we use for when we are writing down the exact words someone (perhaps a character in a story we are writing) actually says .
Why should we bother about punctuating it?
Well, just as we said with commas, punctuation will help our readers make sense of what we write. Have a look at the following passage. As it is, it seems a bit of a muddle, doesn’t it?
Mr. Kimble asked shall we go for a walk today Mrs. Kimble replied yes if it isn’t raining Mr. Kimble exclaimed come on then before the rain start
How do we punctuate it to make sense of it for our readers?
1. Read it a few times out loud or aloud in your head.	
2. Sort out which are the actual words which are spoken.
3. Put “ before the first spoken word and “ after the last spoken word. These punctuation marks are very lucky – they have three names! They can be called: speech marks, inverted commas or quotation marks.  In this challenge we will call them speech marks.
Mr. Kimble asked “shall we go for a walk today”  Mrs. Kimble replied “yes if it isn’t raining” Mr. Kimble exclaimed “come on then before the rain starts”

4. Have a look at the words inside the speech marks and decide if they make up one or more sentences. Then decide if each of those sentences is a question or an exclamation or just a statement. Then give each sentence a question mark, an exclamation mark or a full stop and keep those marks inside the speech marks. Give each new sentence a Capital Letter.
Mr. Kimble asked “Shall we go for a walk today?” Mrs. Kimble replied “Yes if it isn’t raining.” Mr. Kimble exclaimed “Come on then, before the rain starts!”
5. Now, another job for our favourite punctuation mark, the comma!  The words in between the words that are actually spoken are explaining words by the writer, telling us who is speaking and how. We put a comma after those explaining words and before the speech marks.
Mr. Kimble asked, “Shall we go for a walk today?” Mrs. Kimble replied , “Yes if it isn’t raining.” Mr. Kimble exclaimed , “Come on then, before the rain  starts!”
Now for one extra step. Notice that in last week’s Challenge, all the explaining words come before the words which are actually being spoken. Sometimes, we put the explaining words after the words which are actually being spoken.
“Shall we go for a walk?” asked Mr Kimble.
Just follow all the steps you have taken before. That’s easy, you might think but English SPAG wouldn’t be English SPAG if there wasn’t another unexpected little trick to trip you up. 
If the words spoken are a question you put a question mark at the end but inside the Speech Marks.
If the words spoken are an exclamation you put an exclamation mark at the end but inside the Speech Marks. 
BUT if the words spoken are a statement do you put a full stop? Oh no!  You put a comma at the end but inside the Speech Marks. Another job for the comma!
“Yes, if it isn’t raining,” replied Mrs. Kimble.

Finally, look back at Step 4 and do a final check!
Good Luck!


