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Fabio was from a poor family of bean farmers. They were poor because unlike the rest of the Mayan people, they weren’t very good at farming. They didn’t own anything to sell and Fabio was too clumsy to work for anybody else to help his family out. He felt hopeless.

The Treasure

One day, when Fabio was in the marketplace, he heard some folks talking about the ancient treasure that belonged to their ancestors. They talked about the gold being hidden in the dark ice caves at the top of the mountains. Fabio immediately went home and told his father that he wanted to go in search of the treasure. His father didn’t like the idea of this at all and warned him that many others had never made it back from the mountain.

Despite his father’s warnings, Fabio snuck away the next day. First, he had to get through the dense forest to the foot of the mountain and then he had to start the long climb. It was going to be an epic challenge.

On the way up, he jumped over crevices, dodged rock slides and admired the caves. He knew none of these caves had the treasure in them because he hadn’t reached the top of the mountain yet.

The Cave

When Fabio eventually reached the top of the mountain, he came upon a massive, blue, icy cave. All of a sudden, the ground started to shake violently. As he got closer to the entrance, the ground shook even harder and rocks started to fall. He decided he would be safer in the cave and quickly dived in.

Fabio’s presence had angered Nieve Hechicero. His father had told him about the snow god and his terrible temper but this was different. Nieve Hechicero was angrier than ever. The wind speed picked up and a ginormous snow storm appeared. Fabio was like a little chick trapped in a box surrounded by a hungry fox. 

When the snow storm eventually stopped, Fabio was cold and exhausted. As the blizzard cleared, the enraged snow god appeared as a snow leopard. He ordered Fabio to get off the mountain and to never come back or he would vanish just like all the others. He told him to warn his people that there will be more terror to come if they ever dare to return. Fabio promised to leave and made his way back down the mountain as quick as a flash. 

The Great Fortune

When Fabio got back to the village, it was covered in icicles and deep snow. His crops were dead and some people were even frozen still! Luckily, when Fabio was sheltering in the cave, he had craftily slid a piece of gold into his bag. He sold the gold and his family were able to afford the things they needed. This made Nieve Hechicero so mad that he decided to send a snow storm every two wet seasons as a reminder to stay away from his mountain and the ancient treasure.

THE END

