	Scorpio 45: The UK's deep-sea rescuer
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The Scorpio is ready to attend rescues at 12 hours' notice


The UK robot craft which saved seven Russian sailors stranded on the Pacific Ocean floor was operated by a team used to tricky marine operations.
The remote-controlled Scorpio 45 is operated for the Ministry of Defence.
The Russian submarine Priz had dropped to 190 metres off the Kamchatka peninsula with seven crew on board.
All escaped alive after the Scorpio craft sliced through nets entangling the submarine, stranded for three days beneath the Pacific Ocean.
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	[image: http://newsimg.bbc.co.uk/nol/shared/img/v3/start_quote_rb.gif] After cutting away debris it can also lower 'life-support' canisters into the submarine's escape hatches[image: http://newsimg.bbc.co.uk/nol/shared/img/v3/end_quote_rb.gif]

Roger Chapman, James Fisher Rumic


The Scorpio is about the size of a double bed, and carries cameras, sonar systems, propulsion systems, hydraulic power, electrical power, pumps, cutting equipment, and also has a manipulator arm.
The unmanned craft is used in situations that are too dangerous or too deep to send divers. A team of nine went to the Pacific Ocean site.
	[image: http://newsimg.bbc.co.uk/shared/img/o.gif]
	SCORPIO CRAFT
Length: 2.75m
Width: 1.8m
Height: 1.8m
Max depth: 925m
Tools: Cable cutter, lifting arms, pumps
Cameras: Three


It can operate down to depth of 925m
It is fitted with three cameras and cable cutting equipment to cut steel cable up to 70mm diameter.
"The Scorpio is a full-time submarine rescue vehicle - it can cut debris from the outside of submarines and also carry out inspections of exteriors," said Mr Chapman.
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Scorpio 45: Does what it says on the label


"This operation was all about freeing a submarine.
[bookmark: _GoBack]It can provide carbon dioxide absorption canisters, oxygen, food and drink and medical supplies.

	
	



image1.gif




image2.gif




image3.gif




image4.gif




image5.gif




