Class 3 Spring 1 Rotten Romans Topic Overview and information for parents
This is a History led unit of work with links to English, Geography, Art, Dance and computing. Geography
Using maps of Europe, children will locate countries and capital cities. They will look at maps of how the Roman Empire changed over time. They will lable physical and human features in Italy and make simple comparisons of Rome and Winchester.
Computing
We will use the internet to research aspects of Roman life linked to our learning in history. The children will also learn to use Publishing software to allow them to present information they have learned in their own research of an aspect of life in Roman Britain. 
Art and Dance
In art, the children will compare a variety of Roman mosaics. They will experiment with printing techniques using wooden blocks. Their end outcome will be a printed Roman mosaic.
In dance, the children will use the Roman army and Roman empire as a stimulus for creating dance moves. They will work individually and in small groups to perform movement sequences building to a longer dance.
History
Through exploration of a range of sources of evidence, the children will ask questions and learn more about what life was like in the past. 
Key enquiry questions we will consider:
Why did the Romans invade Britain?
Why did Boudicca stand up to the Romans?
How did the Romans keep control?
How did Roman life compare to the Celtic way of life?
Why did the Roman empire end?
What have the Romans done for us?
Our topic will end with an exciting visit to the Roman villa at Fishbourne on Tuesday 4th February. Here the children will see the fantastic mosaic floors and many other artefacts found at the site. They will also take 
part in different practical workshops to consolidate their understanding of the topic.



English
We will start by reading several Roman myths legends: Romulus and Remus, How Ganymede became cupbearer to the Gods, The Oak and the Linden Tree and The story of Cerys. The outcome of this learning journey will be to write their own  Roman myth.
We will then use evidence from our learning in History to write an explanation about why the Roman army were so successful.
At the end of the topic, the children will work in pairs to research and prepare an information page about an aspect of Roman life that interests them.

Other discrete units of workMaths
Linked to the topic, the children will learn to read Roman Numerals This half term, we will continue our unit of work on multiplication and division, learning formal written methods for multiplying and dividing 2 and 3 digit numbers. We will use units of length and learn how to find permeter and area of 2-d shapes. We will continue to work on instant recall of multiplication facts and regularly solve problems involving all four operations.
How you can support your child with this half-term’s learning?
Please encourage your child to read about The Romans.  The homework tasks are all linked to our topic so can provide a good starting point, but there are many other opportunities to find out more using the internet or books from the library. If you have any queries about any task set on the homework grid, please ask.
Children should be reading daily, aiming for a variety of different texts, both fiction and non-fiction. Encourage your child to discuss the content of what they have read. If reading about the Romans, perhaps your child could think about what they want to find out and use the index, contents and sub-headings to locate the information. 
Please support your child to practice instant recall of multiplication facts and learning the weekly spelling sentences. Little and often works best! Thank you in advance for your continued support at home with the homework tasks. I am regularly amazed at the high quality of work produced. 

Music
Listen to Me lessons will continue this term, but with a change of instrument to the clarinet.
PE Outdoor Games
This half term the children will be developiong skills in hockey in their weekly lessons with Mrs Harmer.
RE Hindu myth
We will look at Hindu beliefs about the representation of Gods as avatars. We will make links between Christian beliefs around God the Trinity and the Hindu Trimurti. 


