[image: Image result for light]     Autumn 2 in Hedghogs class 
This half term our topic is LIGHT and DARK 
[image: Image result for the owl who was afraid of the dark images][image: Image result for shadow images]In Science, the children will learn about different sources of light, and from first hand experience, they will discover that light is needed to see things! Practical work to find out about which surfaces reflect light and how shadows are formed will be carried out. They will also investigate how the size of shadows can be changed. Throughout the science work, the children will be learning to ask questions, organise and present their findings and draw conclusion to share their understanding about light. This all links with our Design technology project in which the children will be using their understanding of light and shadows to make a shadow puppet theatre and plan and present a short play.
Our Class novel will be The Owl who was afraid of the dark, which will help to inspire creative writing and enable continued focus on comprehension skills. The children will also read and write information texts about light and reinforce skills in editing and improving their writing with a range of grammar and sentence structure activities. The children will design and make shadow puppets and read and write playscripts leading into performing short plays performed to the rest of the class. 
In maths, this half term we will continue to focus on number, continuing with addition and subtraction then moving onto multiplication and division as inverse operations.  We will be using practical apparatus to help consolidate understanding and be developing problem solving and reasoning skills. 
In PE, the children will continue with their weekly swimming lessons and the focus for the sport this term will be netball. In RE we will be thinking about the role of angels in the Christmas story and why angels are important to Christians. The children will be carrying on with playing the toots in Listen to Me lessons. We will also be working hard to practice our Christmas performance this term. 
How parents can help at home
Please support your child in continuing to practice times tables and spelling sentences regularly. Please also encourage your child to read daily. One of the homework tasks is to read an information book about light and discuss how the information is organised to help the reader. A visit to your local library is a great way to encourage a love of reading or perhaps try a different genre of book. The homework grid has several activities related to ‘Light’ to carry out at home and any discussions that accompany these activities will help reinforce the children’s knowledge and understanding; particularly when they are encouraged to used scientific vocabulary for example; transparent, translucent, opaque, reflective, light source.
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