
Welcome to Squirrel Class



Introductions

• Mrs Sothcott

• Mrs Ford 



Transitions we have had so far  

• Every wet playtime they have had in Squirrel class so they have played 
with the Yr 1 children.

• We have read the Dormice class stories this term

• The children have spent time with the current Yr 1 class on a Friday’s 
P.E for their session.

• Topic days such as Science Day they have mixed with the Yr 1 class

• Transfer day



Timetable for Year 1

• It will look different to Year R but it will be similar for the first weeks 
• Daily phonics, guided reading each week, 3 times a week they read with an 

adult focusing on decoding, prosody and comprehension.
• 1:1 read will happen first so we can help us assess their abilities since the 

holiday
• Maths and English each day
• Foundation subjects each day
• P.E will be on Monday and Friday- P.E kits will stay in class all week.
• Discovery time will happen in the class but some will be rainbow 

challenges that they will need to complete in the week too. These are 
focused tasks getting the children to apply their knowledge from learning 
that has happened in the week. 



Reading 

• Reading is a massive focus in Year 1.

• Reading over the holiday is incredibly important.

• Reading 5 mins every day helps the children to continue to move forward in their 
learning and not slip back in their reading abilities at the start of the year.

• 1 book from the class book area, plus guided reading book and next year a library 
book.

• Reading at libraries and reading challenges really do help.

• Reading in Year 1- please write in the diary so we have a  knowledge of the diet of 
reading that the children are getting throughout the whole year.

• Like in Yr R - 3 reads on 3 different days mean- a golden coin at the end of the 
week – Share the squirrel certificate. Yr R check reading diaries every day but in Yr
1 it will be adhoc once in the week.



Phonics 

• In Year 1 in July the children have phonics test. It is a national test 
that the children take.

• Phonics test- examples

• Explain that there will be a phonics meeting in September in Year 1 
about this. Please come along to help support your child

• Grow the code to take away



Maths

• 1minute maths app – White rose
• https://whiteroseeducation.com/1-minute-maths

• Online games to support learning
• Playing board games help the children to subitize and see amounts straight 

away

• https://ictgames.com/
• https://www.topmarks.co.uk/

https://whiteroseeducation.com/1-minute-maths
https://ictgames.com/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/


Spelling home learning 

• Each week we will be sending home spellings – and they will be on 
the website

• Spelling sentences will happen on Fridays – children 
choose a coloured spelling sentence to learn over the week

• In small groups they will have it dictated to them



Admin

• No wellies in unless we ask

• No toys in please for playtimes

• Water bottles that aren’t too big!

• Book bags only no back packs please.

• Everything named including trainers, socks and shoes.

• Remember that children must bring in their reading diaries every day 
and the guided reading book will be changed on Friday, just like it is 
now in Dormice class.

• Gold coins and class treat


